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Open Access Repository –
a Tool for Student Learning

• Students can access recent papers

• Obtain the most up to date science
• Observe the relevnace of their studies

• Open access enables students to 
download papers

• Enables students to plan their futures



Benefits of open access
from a researchers point of view

• Increased citation rate

• Increased awareness of authors

• And their areas of research
• A time saver
• Compulsory to add papers to QUT eprints
• Otherwise the paper does not go into the DEST 

collection [this means funding]



Citations by Frost and students



Benefits of open access
from a researchers point of view

• Research tool
• Enables postgraduates to access 

published papers
• Enables colleagues and collaborators to 

obtain copies of manuscripts
• Saves time –don’t have to send hard 

copies of manuscripts etc



Is QUT eprints becoming a 
management tool?

• Mandates??

• Now it is required to have a eprint number 
before the paper can be accepted by the 
DEST collection

• ARC now requires publications resulting 
from ARC funding be placed in open 
access



Yes!!!

• Now there is an increased number of 
boxes to be ticked or filled in

• It takes 2-3 minutes to upload the 
information and files

• If researchers are required to upload their 
papers, you don’t want to make the 
process too long!!



Papers published
• Person: Frost, Ray
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Management tool

• Once QUT eprints becomes a 
management tool,

• It will be finished as a researchers tool

• Also it must be recognised that Open 
access is a TEACHING tool.



Improvements

• Add a HELP file to assist authors

• Some of the instructions are not clear



Proposed Developments

• combining repository deposit with research 
reporting 

• or offering to curation collections of other 
digital research materials 

• (digital images for teaching, datasets etc)



In Conclusion

• Open access at QUT serves a most useful 
purpose at present

• Upon becoming a management tool, the 
QUT open access will loose its sense of 
purpose/direction
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